My Erasmus Experience at the University of Zagreb
A Life-Changing Journey

My name is Maria Panouchou, and | am a student from Greece,
currently pursuing my studies in Balkan, Slavic, and Oriental
Studies at the University of Macedonia (PAMAK) in
Thessaloniki. As part of my academic journey, | had the
incredible opportunity to complete a three-month Erasmus+
Internship at the University of Zagreb, specifically at the Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences, where | worked in the
International Relations Office. Choosing Croatia - and Zagreb in
particular - was a natural decision for me, as | wanted to deepen
my cultural and linguistic understanding of a Balkan country.
Little did | know that this experience would exceed all my
expectations in ways | could never have imagined!




Would | Recommend an Internationalmity to
the University of Zagreb?
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 Absolutely, without a second thought! The University of Zagreb offers
an exceptional academic and professional environment that fosters growth,
learning, and international connections. During my internship, | witnessed
firsthand the university’s commitment to high-quality education, modern
facilities, and a strong international presence.

* One of the most memorable aspects of my experience was the support
and kindness | received from my mentors, Tamara and lvana, who went
above and beyond to ensure that | felt welcomed and supported from day
one. Whether it was guiding me through administrative processes,
connecting me to fellow international students, or even helping me when
my accommodation plans fell through at the last minute, they were always
there. Their generosity and warmth made my transition smooth and truly
made Zagreb feel like home.



Croatia 1S an amazing destination for international
students for many reasons. First and foremost, the
quality of education is outstanding. Even though my
main role was administrative, | had the chance to
participate in Croatian language classes at Croaticum,
where | experienced the university’s dedication to
excellent teaching methods and student engagement.
The international environment at the University of
Zagreb is also worth mentioning - students from all
over the world come here to study, creating a vibrant,
multicultural atmosphere.

Additionally, Croatia’s rich history, breathtaking
landscapes, and dynamic cultural life make it a
fantastic place to live and explore. It offers the perfect
blend of professional development and personal
growth, as students can enjoy both an incredible
academic experience and an exciting social life.

Why Should Students Conside
Studying in Croatia?
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What Makes Zagreb Special?

« Zagreb is a city that truly has it all. It is lively yet pe
traditional yet modern, and most importantly, extremely welcoming tc

international students. The city itself feels like an open-air muset
with stunning architecture, picturesque streets, and countless u1tu
sites to explore. Whether you enjoy museums, theaters, parksﬁrco
cafés, there is always something happening in Zagreb =

« One of the things | appreciated the most was how affordab _
Zagreb is. Compared to other European capitals, it offers a o S
of living with many budget-friendly options for students. -_.m_é‘ —
transport is reliable and easy to navigate, but what | loved most w .ﬁ '
how walkable the city is. You can easily explore Zagre

enjoying its charming streets, lively markets, and hidden gems a
corner. *

activities all the time, from cultural events and different mee Ups to——
nightlife and social gatherlngs There’s always something to do, .
you will never feel bored or out of place.



Final Thoughts: An Unforgettable Experience

Looking back, my Erasmus internship at the University of Zagreb was
truly transformative. Not only did | gain professional experience in an
excellent academic setting, but | also formed lifelong friendships and
immersed myself in a beautiful culture. | can confidently say that this
experience has broadened my horizons in ways | never expected.

To any student considering an international exchange: Go for it! The
experiences you gain, the people you meet, and the memories you create
will stay with you forever. If you’re thinking about Croatia as your
destination, don’t hesitate - Zagreb will welcome you with open arms,
just as it did for me. It’s a decision you won’t regret!

So, pack your bags, take a leap of faith, and get ready for an adventure of
a lifetime!

Maria Panouchou, University of Macedonia, Greece
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