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GENERAL INFORMATION 

Name of the study program: Postgraduate university doctoral program Information and 
Communication Sciences 

Issuing institution(s): University of Zagreb 

Education provider(s): Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb 

Scientific area and field: Social Sciences, Information and Communication Sciences 

Disciplines:  Information systems and Informatology, Librarianship, Archivistics and Documentation, 
Museology, Communicology, Public Relations, Mass media, Journalism, Lexicography and 
Encyclopedic sciences. 

Place of delivery: Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb 

Expected length of study 

Three academic years (max. duration for finishing the study: 4 years for full-time students; 8 years for 
part-time students)  

 Academic grade received upon completion of the program:  

PhD in the scientific area of social sciences, scientific field of information and communication sciences. 

Min. no. of students 

15 

Max. no. of students 

25-30 

 

ABOUT THE STUDY 

Postgraduate Doctoral Study of information and communication sciences represents the highest 

degree in scientific research advancement in the scientific field of social sciences and the scientific 

branch of information and communication sciences (information systems and informatology, 

librarianship, archivistics and documentation, museum and heritage management, communicology, 

public relations, mass media, journalism, lexicography and encyclopedic sciences). The Postgraduate 

Doctoral Study is oriented to training for most complex research and professional jobs and research 

based career in academic sector, industry, public sector and private sector. 

 

The First PhD programme in information sciences at the Zagreb University was instituted in 2005 as 

the third educational cycle according to the Bologna system. In its beginnings, the programme was not 

predominantly research-oriented, but mostly focused on attending lectures and the subsequent taking 

of exams. The dissertation was based on research, but it was regarded as the programme’s final result. 
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The programme consisted of compulsory and elective courses, which the students chose according to 

their interests. They would submit their PhD research proposal in the third year of the programme, 

after passing all the mandatory exams and publishing a paper in co-authorship with their supervisor. 

It became obvious that such an approach diverged from the ideas and guidelines contained in relevant 

EU documents regarding doctoral education, owing to which the need to reform the programme was 

recognised soon after its establishment. The first significant formal change was introduced in 2010, 

prompted by the changes in the structure of the field of information sciences, whose name was 

changed to information and communication sciences and which, instead of the former eight 

disciplines, now started to encompass eleven.  This transformation resulted in the PhD programme 

opening towards these newly introduced disciplines, while at the same time the programme’s planned 

reform started to be approached on three levels, i.e. conceptual and content-related, structural and 

organisational, which all resulted in the new programme that was accredited by the Croatian Ministry 

of Science and Education in 2017.  

The duration of the Postgraduate Doctoral Study program is three academic years. During the first four 

semesters student enrols four mandatory courses, works on four elective research topics and 

collaborates with the mentor on scientific projects and scientific papers. During the last two semesters, 

focus is on the student’s independent research and work on his / her PhD thesis. 

The Postgraduate Doctoral Study program is structured around four basic modules: 1) scientific 

theories, 2) research methodology, 3) research topics, and 4) transferrable skills, which ensures 

dynamics in studying and integral approach to the applicant’s career development. 

The field of information and communication sciences carries a strong interdisciplinary potential as the 

main determinant of the Postgraduate Doctoral Study program in information and communication 

sciences. The content of the Postgraduate Doctoral Study is oriented towards research of interactions 

between individuals, data/information/media content, research of interactions between digital 

technologies and society and towards conceptualization and development of modern information and 

media systems which support such interactions. Such research contributes to development of capacity 

of an individual, organizations (educational organizations, heritage and public sector organizations, 

and economy as a whole) and society for efficient and meaningful management, use and 

communication of data, information and media content. 

 

 

 

RESEARCH STRATEGY OF THE DOCTORAL PROGRAM 

Research strategy of the PhD program Information and communication sciences (2015. – 2020.) 

(https://goo.gl/hbB8Mm), which is focused at the interactivity between technology and society, 

specifically research of interactions between individuals, data/information/media content, research of 

interactions between digital technologies and society and towards conceptualization and development 

of modern information and media systems which support such interactions. Such research contributes 

to development of capacity of an individual, organizations (educational organizations, heritage and 
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public sector organizations, and economy as a whole) and society for efficient and meaningful 

management, use and communication of data, information and media content.  

Specific goals and values of the Research Strategy of the doctoral study Information and 

communication sciences are aligned to the Research Strategy of the University of Zagreb, thereby 

contributing to the affirmation of research activities of the University of Zagreb. Furthermore, the PhD 

program is aligned with the research mission and vision of the Faculty of Humanities and Social 

Sciences (https://goo.gl/G3PqPa) and its strategical program 

The PhD program has defined its research goals in the internal document Research Strategy (20115-

2020) at two levels: 

1. General goals/values (general directions and values in accordance with institutional 

frameworks and documents) 

2. Specific research themes (research focus with detailed goals, programs of activities and 

outcomes) 

 

PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES 

 

The postdoctoral study in information and communication sciences provides students with 

competencies indispensable for careers in fast paced, highly complex and specialized contexts such as 

policies and governance, the academic sector, industry, public sector and private sector. 

The individual concept of the Doctoral study that focuses on the research and the activity of the 

doctoral candidate is visible through the individual working program created by doctoral student in 

the cooperation with his/her mentor, and is fully adapted to the needs and research interests of the 

candidate. The training of doctoral candidates includes intensive research by engaging them in 

research projects at the FHSS or at other HEIs at the University of Zagreb and/or other universities and 

research institutions. The evaluation of these activities is included in the PhD program and is 

mandatory and necessary part of doctoral education, and also includes, in addition to the work on the 

thesis, publication of scientific papers, participation in scientific conferences, presentation of research 

work to the committee for PhD study monitoring and other doctoral students, and other forms of 

activities that are determined by the individual working program of the doctoral student. Intensive 

mentoring consultations allow candidates critical examination of the applied procedures. 

Methodological classes are an integral part of the curriculum, and students are taught the most 

complex methodological and statistical procedures, practicing on their own research data or other 

information prepared by teachers. Furthermore, PhD program develops and promotes teaching and 

presentation competences. The mandatory part of the PhD program is the presentation of results of 

the doctoral research to the committee for work monitoring and other doctoral students, which 

enables critical thinking and exchange of experiences of students at different levels of PhD study. This 

form of work, as well as discussion groups organized as part of regular courses and other activities of 

the PhD program, enables students to acquire the skills to present research results, their critical 

evaluation, receiving and giving feedback to the peer environment and the critical analysis and 
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evaluation of their own work and the work of other. The Postgraduate Doctoral Study is focused to the 

obtaining and emerging quality PhDs and high-quality doctoral research studies. First PhD students in 

the reformed program were enrolled in 2008, so none of them has exceeded their legal period of study 

according to the University Regulations (8 years to complete PhD). 

STRUCTURE OF THE DOCTORAL PROGRAM 

The PhD study program is conducted through 4 mandatory modules, each consisting of mandatory and 

elective workload through which student gain ECTS and competencies. Brief overwiew of the structure 

(explained in detail in the section Program): 

 

1.) Module Theoretical framework – courses on theories in the research area and specific topic 

2.) Module Research methodology  - courses on research area methods and methodologies 

3.) Research seminars module – workshops on specific subject, group discussions etc. 

4.) Transferable skills module – workshops on developing communication, ethical and 

management skills. 

The Postgraduate doctoral study of Information and communication sciences offers transferable skills 

delivered in a special module which aims to facilitate development of research, communication, 

management and business skills which should help the doctoral candidates in realization of their 

personal scientific potential, during and after the completion of the Postgraduate doctoral study.  The 

workshops are structured in two blocks: a) academic skills workshops and b) business organization 

skills workshops 

Academic skills workshops content:  

1. Reviews and review process in science (characteristics, purpose, elements, course of the review 

process, limitations from the perspective of the editors / reviewer and limitations from the perspective 

of the author / scientist) 

2. Academic integrity (ethics in information publishing). The structure of academic text will be analyzed 

with special focus on citation and referencing as a meta-language of scientific communication. 

Students will learn how to apply academic standards in writing scientific papers, how to cite resources 

and structure references) 

3. Scientific information retrieval (relevant sources of scientific information, traditional elements and 

mechanisms of scientific communication (journals, relevant bibliographic and citation databases), 

alternative models of monitoring of scientific production 

4. Scientific papers writing (how to effectively structure information, define goal and purpose of the 

papers, how to report about research and evaluate their relevance, connect ideas and provide 

arguments for them and how to critically approach to a problem) 

5.Popularization of science (training for development of online identity, strategic networking for 

development, maintenance and use of scientific networks by application of methods and tools of 
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multimedia presentation (podcast, infographics, TED-X, short videos), ability of data presentation to a 

lay public) 

Business organization skills:  

1. Project management (efficient planning skills, project management skills, different sources of 

funds on national and international level, elements of project application, project phases planning, 

writing and organization of project documentation, financial plan and analysis) 

2. Presentation and communication skills (skills for transfer of messages in written and oral form to 

transfer discovery or conclusions which doctoral candidates reached in their research. During the 

workshop, doctoral candidates will be familiarized with the communication strategy and skills 

foundations like negotiations skills, elements of graphical content design, pecha kucha, elevator 

pitch and one-minute madness. Workshops will include topics of rhetorics, argumentation, 

discussion and conflict recognition and avoiding skills) 

3. Professional development (time management elements, efficient time management skills like in-

tray technique, tools for organization in information management (social tagging, mind-maps), 

examples of good practice in personal goals setting, priorities setting and daily tasks organization 

in service of long-term goals) 

 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

Following requirement apply: 

• Completed Graduate University Study program in social sciences or humanities with an average 
grade of at least 3,5 and recommendations; 

• Two recommendations of university professors; 

• Letter of motivation; 

• Applicants with completed Graduate University Study program in other scientific fields may apply 
for admission to the Postgraduate Doctoral Study with additional obligations determined by the 
Committee for Postgraduate Doctoral Studies at the Department for information and 
communication sciences 

•  Applicants which applied to the equivalent Postgraduate Study before 2005 and completed that 
Study with a master's degree may apply for admission to the Postgraduate Doctoral Study with 
lesser obligations determined upon the decision of the Committee for Postgraduate Doctoral 
Studies at the Department for information and communication sciences 
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SELECTION PROCESS OF CANDIDATES 

 

The selection of candidates is a transparent process, based on the selection of the best 

candidates. The selection of candidates is described and prescribed in detail in The Rules for the 

Selection of Candidates at the Postgraduate Doctoral Study of Information and Communication 

Sciences, published on the webisite of the study.  

The Conditions of enrollment include completed graduate university study in the field of social 

sciences or humanities with a grade point average of at least 3.5 (on a scale 1-5) and the 

recommendations of two university professors. Candidates who have completed graduate studies 

in other scientific fields can enroll in the study, with additional obligations set by the Council for 

doctoral studies. 

The selection of candidates is made on the basis of:  

A. accompanying documentation;  

B. interview with the Committee for doctoral studies and  

C. criteria for evaluation of the applicants.  

The documentation (A.) that applicants must submit in the application procedure includes: 

Diploma and Transcript of Grades, CV, the foreign language proficiency certificate, motivat ional 

letter, list of publications and awards and recommendation letter(s) from university professors.  

The specifics of what is to be evaluated are described on the website of the postgraduate doctoral 

study. The motivational letter, as a key element of the assessment, has to be structured as 

follows: A) candidate is expected to write a 1500-word essay, answering a few questions (e.g. 

what made you apply for admission to the Postgraduate doctoral study of Information and 

Communication Sciences and what you expect from the study; which research area are you 

particularly interested in / which topic would you like to deal with in  the doctoral program: 

indicate the specific topic of your PhD dissertation if you already have one; who are the mentors 

with whom you would most like to work on the topic and why; describe the research project that 

has attracted your attention, etc.) 

The Committee for doctoral studies will conduct a structured interview (B.) with all candidates, 

focused on the candidate's motives for the doctoral study, planned research and his/her 

perception of scientific and career development. The examples of questions asked by the 

Committee are published on the website of the postgraduate doctoral study.  

Upon examining the submitted documentation and interviews, a rank-list of candidates is 

produced according to the following Evaluation criteria for applicants:  

- academic success at the graduate level (ranking according to the average grade);  

- the interest for the scientific research expressed in the motivational letter and the 

interview (elements of evaluation: systematic approach, critical appraisal of the literature and 

his/her own work, career development plans, the ability of original thinking, the ability to monitor 

the literature) 
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- proposal of research field / PhD thesis (evaluation elements: originality of ideas, 

relevance, logical reasoning, the ability to publicly present the research idea)  

- recommendations of two university teachers (assessment of the  academic quality, 

diligence, responsibility, collegiality) 

- published papers (ranking: 1. paper in a journal indexed in WoS or Scopus databases, a 

book published with a reputable publisher; 2. paper indexed in other databases; 3. paper in the 

conference proceedings with the international review; 4. paper in the conference proceedings 

with the national review; 5. other papers).  

- student awards (ranking: 1. the Rector's award or State award; 2. Dean's award; 3.  Faculty 

awards) 

Candidates are evaluated according to the above evaluation criteria; grades in all 6 categories are 

added together and the candidates are ranked according to the total marks in all categories.  

All the criteria are published on the website of the doctoral study, as well as the results of the 

application process and the list of candidates who qualify for the study.  

After the selection of candidates, a list of selected candidates is published. There is also the 

publicly announced appeal period for those candidates who have a complaint. The office hours 

of the head of the study and of the deputy head are clearly disclosed and they represent the first 

step in the appeal procedure, after which they report to the Council of the Doctoral study the 

responds in writing to the candidate's appeal.  

TUITION FEE 

The tuition fee for the Postgraduate Doctoral Study is (per semester, per student): 10.000,00 kn  

 

TRANSPARENCY AND AVAILABLE INFORMATION 

 

A.2.8. Opis institucijskog vođenja studija 

All information on the doctoral study, conditions for admission, schedule, and requirements for 

progression and completion are published on web-pages of the Postgraduate Doctoral study, web-

pages of the Department of Information and Communication Sciences, and on web-pages of the Office 

of Postgraduate Studies. In the Table „The Course of the Postgraduate Doctoral Study“ (see Appendix)  

there are clearly defined conditions, responsibilities and deadlines. Besides this, doctoral students 

receive information and announcements by e-mail and online system for informing doctoral students. 

All documents and regulations are publicly accessible and published on web-pages of the doctoral 

study, Department, and Office of Postgraduate Studies. Doctoral students are informed at the 

beginning of each academic year on joint meeting of the Doctoral study (notes and instructions from 

the meeting are later sent by e-mail to the candidates). The Office of Postgraduate Studies FHSS 

regularly sends by e-mail information on enrolment in the next semester, deadlines, technical and 
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organizational changes and conditions for enrolment, as well as possible grants, to all doctoral 

students. 
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PLAN AND PROGRAM 
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STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM 
 

The structure of the doctoral study in Information and Communication Sciences enables the individual 

approach to each student, ensures dynamics in studying and an integral approach to the student’s 

career development. 

The study is structured around 4 modules with obligatory and elective courses.: 1. theoretical modul; 

2. methodological modul; 3. research seminars (research themes); 4. transferable/generic skills   

The first year is focused on theoretical and methodological courses; during later semesters docutoral 

students select, in consulation with their mentors/advisary mentors, research seminars according to 

their research interests. In addition to course participation, students receive credit points through 

different kinds of research activities (publications, conceptualizing research strategies, conference 

participation, teaching activities, project involvement, other extra-curricular research-foucused 

activities).   

Research activities of doctoral students is based on an individual approach and program/strategy 

students develop and revise in cooperation with their mentors.  

For the succesful completion of the study the student has to participate in couses and activities in all 

four modules. 

 

Theoretical modul: couses that cover theoretical foundations and framwork within the research field 

(obligatory and elective, depending on the planned thesis). 

Methodological modul coverS themes pertaining to research methodology, methods, techniques etc. 

Some are organized as full lecture-based courses, some are organized as workshops.  

Research seminar: different themes elected in accordence with the devised research strategy of the 

student.  

Transferable skills: different worksops aimed at the development of research capacities, 

communication and management skills.  
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MODULES/SUBJECTS 

Year of study: 1. 

Semester: 1. 

MODUL PREDMET NASTAVNIK P S V ECTS STATUS 

Theoretical 
module 

Philosophy of science Davor Lauc 
12+10*

** 
6  

Theories in information Science 
Jadranka Lasić 
Lazić/Sonja 
Špiranec 

12+10*
** 

6  

Media theories and media 
content* 
Media theories* 

Jelena Jurišić 
Nada Zgrabljić 
Rotar 

12+10*
** 

3  

Theory of mass communication* 
Stjepan Malović 
Ljubica Bakić-Tomić 

12+10*
** 

3  

Social Semiotics* Danijel Labaš 
12+10*

** 
3  

Heritage and development* Darko Babić 
12+10*

** 
3  

Theory of information and 
communication* 

Nikolaj Lazić 
 

12+10*
** 

3  

Methodologica
L module 

Research methodologies in 
information sciences 

Sonja Špiranec 
12+10*

** 
6 O 

Theoretical 
module 

Introduction to scientific and 
research work 

Jadranka Lasić-Lazić 
Sonja Špiranec 
Maja Jokić 

12+10*
** 

6 O 

* student elects one course 

 

 

 

 MODULES/SUBJECTS 

Year of study: 1. 

Semestar: 2. 

MODUL PREDMET NASTAVNIK P S V ECTS STATUS 

Methodologica
l module 

Statistical porcedures in social 
sciences 

Krešimir Pavlina 
Petra Rodik 

12+10*
** 

3 O 

Research 
themes** 

Research theme* (election of 2 
themes based on the planned 
dissertation) 

 
12+10*

** 
6  
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POPIS MODULA/PREDMETA 

Godina studija: 2. 

Semestar: 3. 

MODUL PREDMET NASTAVNIK P S V ECTS STATUS 

Research 
themes** 

Research theme* (election of 2 
themes based on the planned 
dissertation) 

 
12+10*

** 
6  

Research theme* (election of 2 
themes based on the planned 
dissertation) 

 
12+10*

** 
6  

 

 

POPIS MODULA/PREDMETA 

Godina studija: 2. 

Semestar: 4. 

MODUL PREDMET NASTAVNIK P S V ECTS STATUS 

Research 
themes** 

Research theme* (election of 2 
themes based on the planned 
dissertation) 

 
12+10*

** 
6  

 

 

I. semestar  II. semestar  III. semestar  IV. semestar  V. semestar  VI. semestar  

Obligatory 
courses from 
the theoretical 
module 
(9 ECTS) 
 
Research 
strategy 
(5 ECTS) 
 
Research 
seminar (6 ECTS) 
  
Additional 
activities (10 
ECTS) 

Obligatory 
courses from 
the 
metodlological 
module (6 ECTS) 
 
IResearch 
strategy 
(5 ECTS) 
 
Reserach 
seminar (6 ECTS)  
 
Publishing a 
paper (5 ECTS) 
 
Additional 
activities (8 
ECTS) 

Reserach 
seminar ( (12 
ECTS)  
 
Publishing a 
paper ( (5 ECTS) 
 
Individual work 
with the 
superviser (5 
ECTS) 
 
Additional 
activities (7 
ECTS) 
 
 

Reserach 
seminar ( (6 
ECTS) 
  
Public defernce 
of the synopsis 
of the 
dissertation (15 
ECTS) 
 
Publishing a 
paper ( (5 ECTS) 
 
Individual work 
with the 
superviser (5 
ECTS) 

Publishing a 
paper ( (5 ECTS) 
 
Individual work 
with the 
superviser (10 
ECTS) 
 
Additional 
activities (15 
ECTS) 

PUblic defence 
of the 
dissertation (30 
ECTS) 
 

30 ECTS  30 ECTS  29 ECTS  31 ECTS  30 ECTS  30 ECTS 

180 ECTS 
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Table 1: Proposal of study structure (this is just a suggestion for doctoral students, the  

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS Min Max Semestar 

Obligatory courses (methodological and theoretical module) 15 30 1. i 2. 

Participating in courses at the BA and MA level 0 5  

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES    

Research strategy 10 10 1. i 2. 

Research themes 30 48 1.-4. 

Public defence of the synopsis of the dissertation 15 15 4. 

Publishing research papers 20 50 1.-6. 

Public deference of the thesis 30 30 6. 

Working with the mentor on project and research themes 20 30 3.-6. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
   

Conference participation 2 10 1.-6. 

Mobility (foreign universities) 0 15 1.-6. 

Participation in research workshops/doctoral summer schools 0 15 1.-6. 

Participation in doctoral conferences 3 10 1.-6. 

Participating in workshops  (provided by the doctoral program) 3 10 1.-6. 

Other workshops (enhancing generic and transferable skills) 3 5 1.-6. 

Tablica 2: Structure of the study according to types of activities  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE STUDY 
 
Learning outcomes for PhD study program are : 

LO 1: demonstrate understanding of research problems through critical analyses of previous 

scientific publications 

LO 2: analyze and compare fundamental scientific theories of the research subject   

LO 3: independently formulate new theoretical paradigms based on original research and current 

scientific achievements in the discipline 

LO 4: apply scientific research methodologies to his/hers research questions, issues and problems 

LO 5: choose appropriate statistical tools and methods and use them in various data analysis  

LO 6: evaluates results of qualitative and quantitative analysis  

LO 7: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of ethical principles and standards in executing 

scientific research  

LO 8: communicate his/hers research in the academia through written and oral presentations  

LO 9: demonstrate ability to plan, organize and conduct domestic and international research projects 
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Teachers & courses 
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LIST OF TEACHERS  

Ime Prezime 

Vjekoslav Afrić 

Darko  Babić 

Petra Bago 

Ljubica  Bakić-Tomić 

Mihaela  Banek Zorica 

Ana  Barbarić 

Domagoj  Bebić 

Inoslav  Bešker 

Mirko Bilandžić 

Damir  Boras 

Viktorija  Car 

Ivan Dunđer 

Vlasta  Erdeljac 

Tomislav  Galović 

Ivana Hebrang Grgić 

Aleksandra  Horvat 

Tomislav Ivanjko 

Maja  Jokić 

Vedran Juričić 

Jelena  Jurišić 

Igor  Kanižaj 

Kristina  Kocijan 

Danijel Labaš 

Jadranka  Lasić Lazić 

Davor Lauc 

Tomislava  Lauc 

Nikolaj  Lazić 

Ljerka Luić 

Nikola Ljubešić 

Stjepan  Malović 

Vladimir  Mateljan 

Nives  Mikelić Preradović 
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Željka Miklošević 

Krešimir  Pavlina 

Tena Perišin 

Nenad  Prelog 

Arian  Rajh 

Petra  Rodik 

Sanja  Seljan 

Aida  Slavić Overfield 

Vladimir  Šimović 

Sonja Špiranec 

Hrvoje  Stančić 

Helena Stublić 

Gordana  Vilović 

Radovan  Vrana 

Žarka  Vujić 

Nada  Zgrabljić Rotar 

Goran  Zlodi 

Daniela  Živković 
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LIST OF SUPERVISORS 

 

Ime Prezime 

Darko  Babić 

Petra  Bago 

Ljubica  Bakić-Tomić 

Mihaela  Banek Zorica 

Ana  Barbarić 

Domagoj  Bebić 

Mirko Bilandžić 

Damir  Boras 

Goran  Bubaš 

Viktorija  Car 

Ivan Dunđer 

Vlasta  Erdeljac 

Tomislav  Galović 

Marijana Grbeša 

Ivana Hebrang Grgić 

Tomislav Ivanjko 

Zdenko Jecić 

Maja  Jokić 

Vedran Juričić 

Jelena  Jurišić 

Igor  Kanižaj 

Kristina  Kocijan 

Danijel Labaš 

Jadranka Lasić Lazić 

Davor Lauc 

Tomislava  Lauc 

Nikolaj  Lazić 

Sandra Lovrenčić 

Ljerka Luić 

Nikola Ljubešić 
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Vladimir  Mateljan 

Nives  Mikelić Preradović 

Željka Miklošević 

Krešimir Pavlina 

Tena  Perišin 

Arian  Rajh 

Petra  Rodik 

Sanja  Seljan 

Aida  Slavić Overfield 

Vladimir  Šimović 

Sonja Špiranec 

Hrvoje  Stančić 

Helena Stublić 

Marko  Tadić 

Gordana  Varošanec-Škarić 

Gordana  Vilović 

Radovan  Vrana 

Neven Vrček 

Žarka  Vujić 

Nada  Zgrabljić Rotar 

Goran  Zlodi 

Daniela  Živković 
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LIST OF COURSES AND WORKSHOPS * 

*courses and workshops will be held depending on the interest of doctoral students expressed in their personal 
Research strategy  

1. Analysis and Research in Journalism 

2. Heritage and Development 

3. Heritage in the IT Environment: Selected Topics 

4. Bibliographic Metadata 

5. Big Data 

6. Cultural Heritage Digitalization 

7. Digital Activism 

8. Social History of Visual Media 

9. Encyclopedic Science 

10. Epistemology of Social Sciences 

11. Ethics in Mass Communication  

12. Philosophy of Science 

13. Mass Media Discourse 

14. Information Culture in Historical Perspective 

15. Information Support to Project Management 

16. IT as a Foundation of New Media 

17. IT and Journalism 

18. IT in Education 

19. Information Behavior, Practices and Literacy 

20. Innovative Communication 

21. User Research in the Heritage Sector 

22. Selected Topics in Modern Archival Science – Problems, Processes, Technology, Projects 

23. Sources and Characteristics of Networked Science 

24. Public Media Services and Non-Profit Media as a Social Capital 

25. Book – From Author to Reader 

26. Libraries and Society 

27. Critical Heritage Studies and Socially Responsible Heritage Management 

28. Logical Database Design 
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29. Mass Media, Mass Culture and Identity 

30. Media and Sentiment Analysis 

31. Media and Children 

32. Research Methodology in Social Sciences 

33. Research Methodology in Information Sciences 

34. Multimedia and Instructional Design 

35. Knowledge Networks and Collective Knowledge Dynamics 

36. Mental Lexicon Organization Principle 

37. Non-Verbal Communication 

38. Digital Records Authenticity Preservation 

39. Selected Chapters in E-Learning 

40. Selected Chapters in Information Organization 

41. Selected Chapters in Computer Linguistics 

42. Selected Chapters in Modern Archival Science 

43. Selected Topics in Information Institutions Management 

44. Open Access to Scientific Information 

45. Information and Knowledge Organization and Management 

46. Business Intelligence 

47. Computer Speech Synthesis 

48. Scientometric Research: Methodological Approach 

49. Semiotics in Mass Communication 

50. Mass Communication: Old and New Media 

51. Statistics in Social Sciences 

52. Machine Translation 

53. Technology, Human Communication and Information Transfer 

54. Theory of Information and Communication 

55. Theory of Information Sciences 

56. Theory of Mass Communication 

57. Theory of Media and Media Content 

58. Introduction to Research Work 
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59. Credibility and Evaluation of Information: Knowledge, Science and Society 

60. Discourse Analysis (Workshop) 

61. Narrative Analysis (Workshop) 

62. Automatic Text Summarization (Workshop) 

63. Qualitative Analysis of Content (Workshop) 

64. Quantitative Analysis of Content (Workshop) 

65. How to Write a Scientific and Professional Paper (Workshop) 

66. Entrepreneurship in Academic Environment (Workshop) 

67. Popularization of Science (Workshop) 

68. How to Find Scholarly Information (Workshop) 

69. Presentation and Communication Skills (Workshop) 

70. Professional Development (Workshop) 

71. Review and Review Process in Science (Workshop) 

72. Project Management (Workshop) 

73. Academic Integrity (Workshop)
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Course of the  Postgraduate doctoral  study  at  the Department  for  Information and Communication Sc iences , University  of  
Zagreb  

Year of 
the study 

Semester 
Doctoral candidate obligations Postgraduate doctoral study 

Obligation Deadline Obligation Responsible body Deadline 

0. 0 

Application for the study1 

Until enrolment in the 

first semester 

Determination of terms of the study enrolment 

and publishing of the public competition 

raspisivanje javnog natječaja 

Council of the postgraduate doctoral 
study 

Not later than 6 months before 

the beginning of tuition 

Selection procedure2 Candidate interview 
Committee appointed by the Council of 

the postgraduate doctoral study 
After the closure of the 

public competition 

Statement about studying while working full time or part time  

Public announcement of the 

selected candidates 

Administrative secretary of the 
postgraduate doctoral study 

A week after the selection 
of candidates 

 
Appointment of the mentor counsellor for 

monitoring of the doctoral candidate progress3 

Committee appointed by the Council of 
the postgraduate doctoral study 

At the time of the 
candidate enrolment 

1. 

1 
Creation of an individual studying profile in cooperation with 

the doctoral candidate progress assessment committee 

Until enrolment in the 

second semester 
   

2 
Preparation and creation of draft of request for approval of 

the dissertation topic and selection of mentor (form  

INFOZ.DR.01 – for draft) 

Until enrolment in the 

third semester 
 

Mentor, Council of the postgraduate 

doctoral study, Head of the 

postgraduate doctoral study 

 

From enrolment in the 
third semester until 

enrolment in the fifth 
semester 

Annual progress report of the doctoral candidate (form INFOZ.DR.04) 
Until enrolment in the 

second year of the 

study 

Annual work report on the doctoral study 

programme  (form DR.SC.09) 

Quality assurance committee, Council 
of the postgraduate doctoral study Until enrolment in the 

second year of the study Annual mentor’s report (form 

DR.SC.05) 

Mentor, 

Council of the postgraduate doctoral study 

2. 

3 
Selection of mentor and agreement on the dissertation topic, 
registration of the dissertation topic (form DR.SC.01) 

From enrolment in the 

third semester until 

enrolment in the fifth 

semester 

Written approval of mentor for 
monitoring of doctoral candidate 
progress and dissertation topic 

Mentor, 

Council of the postgraduate doctoral 
study 

From enrolment in the 

third semester until 

enrolment in the fifth 

semester, third year of the 

study 4 

Handover of the approval of the dissertation topic 

Until enrolment in the 

fifth semester 

Approval of the mentor and the 
dissertation topic 

Council of the postgraduate doctoral 
study, Council of the postgraduate 
studies at the FHSS, Council of the 

FHSS 

Public defence of the dissertation topic 
Evaluation of the dissertation topic 

(form DR.SC.02) 

Dissertation topic and mentor defence committee, 
Council of the postgraduate studies at the FHSS, 

Council of the FHSS, Committee for the postgraduate 
study programmes and dissertation topics, Council of 

the field of social sciences and humanities, the Senate 
of the University of Zagreb 

Annual progress report of the doctoral candidate (form DR.SC.04) 
Until enrolment in the 

third year of the study 

Annual work report on the doctoral study 

programme (form DR.SC.09) 

Council of the postgraduate doctoral 
study 

Until enrolment in the third 

year of the study 
Annual mentor’s report on the 

doctoral candidate progress (form 

DR.SC.05) 

Mentor,  Council of the FHSS 

1 Enrolment in the postgraduate study must contain: application form, CV form, official proof of qualifications, diploma supplement, two recommendations, proof of citizenship, proof of academic institution or other legal 

entity about covering the tuition costs or signed statement of the doctoral candidate about the tuition cost payment, motivation letter  
2 Selection procedure is based on the following criteria: last academic degree achievement, diploma (graduate study) thesis grade, doctoral candidate interview about his / her research activities plan stated in the motivation 

letter 
3 Committee for monitoring of the doctoral candidate progress which member is mentor counsellor for the first two semesters of the study, and after third semester it is duty of the dissertation mentor which hands over the 

report of the doctoral candidate progress to the Council of the postgraduate study 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Year of 
the study 

Semester 
Doctoral candidate obligations Postgraduate doctoral study 

Obligation Deadline Obligation Responsible body Deadline 

3. 

5 Dissertation research, work with the mentor 

 

Annual mentor’s report about 

completion of the dissertation 

research (form DR.SC.05) 

Mentor, Council of the postgraduate 
doctoral study, Student office for the 

postgraduate doctoral studies 
 

6 

One published scientific work or one scientific work accepted 

for publication topically related to the dissertation research 

ECTS credits entered in the mark 

book of the student 
Mentor 

 

Fulfilment of all postgraduate study obligations 
Verification of the study obligations 

fulfilment and the number of the 
ECTS credits 

Student office for the postgraduate 
doctoral studies 

Handover of the doctoral dissertation to the Students office at 
the FHSS 

Mentor approval  
Student office for the postgraduate 

doctoral studies 
Appointment of the Committee for the 

dissertation evaluation and public 
defence of the doctoral dissertation 

Council of the postgraduate doctoral 
study, Council of the FHSS 

 

Public defence of the doctoral dissertation 

Written report on dissertation 
evaluation 

(form DR.SC.10) 

Committee for the doctoral 
dissertation evaluation  

Up to two months of the 
reception of the doctoral 

dissertation 

Decision of the Committee for the 

public defence of the doctoral 

dissertation 

Council of the FHSS 
Up to two months of the day 

of the acceptance of the 
doctoral dissertation 

 

 

Annual work report on the doctoral 
study programme (form DR.SC.09) 

Head of the postgraduate doctoral study, Quality 

assurance committee, Council of the 

postgraduate doctoral study, Council of the 

postgraduate studies at the FHSS  

Annual mentor’s report (form 

DR.SC.05) 

Mentor, Council of the postgraduate 
doctoral study 

COMPLETION OF THE COURSE OF THE STUDY  

Handover of the form for the promotion into the doctoral degree 

A month from the 

doctoral dissertation 

defence 

Doctoral dissertation publication in the digital 

repository at the FHSS, handover of the 10 printed 

copies of the doctoral dissertation and storage of 

the printed copies of the doctoral dissertation in the 

FHSS Library and handover of the printed copies to  

the University of Zagreb 

Student office for the postgraduate 
doctoral studies 

A month from the doctoral 

dissertation defence 

Doctoral degree holder’s public 
promotion University of Zagreb Twice a year 

 


