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Nicholas Terpstra 
University of Toronto 

Digital Mapping of Renaissance Florence: 
 Tracking People, Property, and Occupations in the Pre-Modern City 

The DECIMA project (Digitally Encoded Census Information and Mapping Archive) at the 
University of Toronto aims to allow users to understand the social geography of Renaissance 
cities in dynamic ways, creating a highly adaptable ecosystem for the cultural analysis of a variety 
of problems and issues.  We began with a WebGIS tool that maps a 1561-62 Florentine tax census 
onto one of the best city maps produced in the sixteenth century, a 1584 axonometric projection 
produced by an Olivetan monk, Stefano Buonsignori. We’re now applying the experience 
developed in the Renaissance Florence map to extend the tool to other early modern Tuscan 
cities with similar source materials (Livorno and Siena), with an eye to understanding how social, 
sensory, spatial, and ritual tools were used to establish boundaries between different religious 
and ethnic communities that might otherwise come into conflict.  

Nicholas Terpstra is Professor of History at the University of Toronto, working at the intersection of 
politics, religion, gender, and charity. His Cultures of Charity (Harvard: 2013) won the Ruth Goodhart 
Gordan Book Prize of the Renaissance Society of America and the Howard Marraro Prize of the American 
Historical Association. Religious Refugees in the Early Modern World (Cambridge: 2016) explores exclusion 
and exile from the fifteenth to seventeenth centuries and develops a new paradigm for the Reformation, 
further explored in two volumes on Global Reformations (Routledge: 2019, 2021). He also launched DECIMA 
(Digitally Encoded Census Information and Mapping Archive) an on-line digital tool that maps social, 
sensory, and built environments in Renaissance Florence and other Tuscan cities. He currently serves as 
President of the Renaissance Society of America. 

David Rosenthal 
University of Exeter 

History in the Streets:  
Re-Articulating Early Modern Research Using Smartphone Apps 

Ideas such as space and mobility have become a standard part of academic discourse in 
early modern urban history. These concepts help focus interpretations of the way 
streetcorners, squares, taverns, city gates, tabernacles, or coats of arms acquire material 
roles in the experience of everyday life, roles that are mapped to class, gender and 
ethnicity. More recently, the geolocative and audiovisual affordances of mobile media 
have started to allow historians to re-energise investigations of urban experience in situ, 
and re-articulate this as easily accessible locative public history. This lecture looks at this 
process based on the Hidden Cities apps, teasing out the challenges of using augmented 
reality (AR) to turn research into engagement with public memory and heritage.  

David Rosenthal is a research associate at the University of Exeter. He specialises in urban social 
history in early modern Italy, and is author of Kings of the Street: Power, Community and Ritual in 
Renaissance Florence (Brepols: 2015). He co-created the Hidden Florence app, leads trail development 
for the Hidden Cities apps and is co-editor of Hidden Cities: Urban Space, Geolocated Apps, and Public 
History in Early Modern Europe (Routledge: 2022). A co-edited collection on disaster in the early 
modern world is also forthcoming in 2022.


